
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
22 January 2023 

  

Reading 1 Is 8:23—9:3 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 

Reading 2 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

Gospel Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

  

Brothers and Sisters, 

Bishop Joe has asked us to focus on priestly and religious vocations this Sunday – 
which is perfectly understandable.  

If there was anyone in this world who might have made his life a one-man show, 
it was Jesus.  The temptation was there. 

The devil put him on top of the temple and whispered in his ear: 

“Be a stuntman, be admired by all, jump down and use your influence with your 
Father.  Let angels carry you down on their wings.  Show them a good piece of 
circus work, and your name will be on all their lips.” 

Jesus refused, just as he had already refused the other temptation to stay alone at 
home and forget about changing the world and its humanity.  That is why he 
picked Simon and Andrew, John and James, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 
you and me. 

Yet, before Jesus can call anyone – there must be a family.  The root of all 
vocations is family. 

And the family is rooted in a marriage between a man and a woman – and the call 
to be ever faithful, everlasting and ever fruitful.   

The priesthood and religious life calls for the same everlasting commitment and 
faithfulness, although being ever fruitful means they are called to be workers in 
the vineyard, tending to the vines that will produce the fruit.   

Neither the priesthood or religious life is self-perpetuating – in dedicating their 
lives to God and accepting vows of obedience, chastity and celibacy, it means they 
can only be spiritual fathers and mothers    

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/8?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4?12


Thus, being a priest or religious is not something that will be handed down from 
father to son or mother to daughter. 

This is different from the Old Testament, where only the descendants of Aaron 
had the God-ordained right to be priests.  Yes, there were the Levites, and they 
were assigned many tasks around the Tabernacle, but they were NOT permitted 
to perform the various priestly rituals. 

Only the blood descendants of Aaron could serve as priests.  

And as we heard in Luke, Zaccariah, Elizabeth’s husband, was serving as a priest 
when the angel Gabriel appeared to him and announced that he would have a son 
and was to name him John. 

In the bible, only Adam and Eve can claim that God is their sole creator – even 
Jesus was the son of the Virgin Mary and had St. Joseph as a stepfather. 

Our gospel even hints at the importance of family, James and John were in the 
boat, with their father Zebedee, when Jesus called them.   They were mending 
nets, with their father, who like their grandfather before them was a fisherman. 

Again, those in the priesthood and religious life don’t inherit the right to be 
ordained.  There is no one that is pre-qualified, by birth, family ties, education or 
wealth to become a priest or religious. 

Through Baptism, we all share in the common priesthood of Jesus – but we are 
not allowed to offer absolution for sins or to consecrate the bread and wine.  
Jesus gave that power to the apostles, who in turn, through apostolic succession, 
to the bishops, who ordain priests to assist him with his priestly duties. 

Last week, Father Moses spoke of Bishop Fulton Sheen and his autobiography, 
“Treasures in Clay.”  Bishop Sheen was clearly a social influencer – using radio and 
television to evangelize in the 1950’s and 1960’s and I would recommend that you 
look him up on You tube and listen to him. 

His words are just as powerful today, as they were 60 years ago. 

Let me share a few quotes with you from him that relates to family: 

“The family tree of earthly ancestors was really not important; what was 
important was the family tree of the children of God He planted on Calvary.” 



Being baptized means we have become Jesus’s spiritual brothers and sisters – we 
are not some distant relatives that need a DNA test like “21 and me” to recognize 
our relationship with him. 

And what should be expected of parents: 

“When a child is given to his parents, a crown is made for that child in Heaven, 
and woe to the parents who raise a child without consciousness of that eternal 
crown!” 

Yes, that child will grow up and through their God-given free will, they will choose 
whether to love God and their fellow man like Jesus or not.  However, parents 
should make every effort to help their child begin building a relationship with 
Jesus, starting at birth. 

As Bishop Sheen said: 

"The humble, simple souls, who are little enough to see the bigness of God in the 
littleness of a Babe, are therefore the only ones who will ever understand the 
reason of His visitation. 

He came to this poor earth of ours to carry on an exchange; to say to us, as only 
the Good God could say: 'you give me your humanity, and I will give you my 
Divinity; you give me your time, and I will give you My eternity; you give me your 
broken heart, and I will give you Love; you give me your nothingness, and I will 
give you My all." 

You might be asking yourself at this point, “Deacon, what has this got to do with 
me?” 

Our families and parish must be on the lookout for young people that may be 
interested in the priesthood and religious life and encourage them to explore that 
vocation. 

Our children today have a difficult time deciding what God is calling them to, 
whether it is the priesthood, religious life as a brother or sister, or marriage. 

I have met many men and women, who consider those possibilities.  It is clear to 
me that being open to God’s will and rigorous spiritual formation is a strong 
foundation for all these vocations. 

We are called to help with that discernment by putting aside our own parental 
dreams and desires for our children and being open to God’s will also. 



Like you, I look forward to having grandchildren – to see my family line continue, 
yet no family except God’s family is promised eternity.  We often place our 
desires for grandchildren ahead of God’s calling our children to the priesthood 
and religious life. 

We live in a society that places great emphasis on personal happiness, to the 
point that self-giving and self-sacrifice is looked down upon. A society that places 
self-satisfaction ahead of God and others. 

It is a world that suffers from pornography, divorces, lack of responsibility and the 
lack of desire to commit. It is a world that says you need to focus on me, myself 
and I, “that everyone and everything else is meant to serve me.” 

One of the most popular classes at Boston College (a Catholic University) and 
other major colleges is on dating.  It teaches students the ways of asking for a 
date, accepting a date, going on a date, and most importantly, how to enjoy a 
date – which is something quite different from what the secular culture suggests. 

As parents and a Church, we are called to share our own experiences and wisdom, 
hopefully based on our faith, of how we chose the vocation we are now living. 

In the first reading, Jesus' coming is a greater joy that anything else we have or 
will experience in this earthly life.  We meet Jesus every time we receive the Body 
and Blood of our Lord and Savior. 

That is only possible because of an ordained priesthood. 

I would like you to take a few moments and reflect whether you have seen or 
heard someone speaking about learning more about the priesthood or religious 
life?  I ask you to write their names down, so Bishop Joe can contact them and 
help them begin exploring the possibility of the priesthood or religious life. 

Our deepest desires, when we take time to discern them, arise from God’s will for 
us.  Doing God’s will is what brings true joy to us and the world. 

Look at Jesus up on that cross – despite all the pain and suffering, he is a joyful 
man – for he has committed himself to his Father’s will and he has made that will 
his own. 

As we approach the Altar to receive the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, let us first give thanks to our parish priest for allowing 
Christ to work through him for our salvation.   Let us also ask for the grace needed 



to be willing to let go of our fears and to be open to our children becoming priests 
or religious for the sake of God’s people. 

  

Amen! 

May God bless you and you family, 
 
Dcn. Gordon 

 


